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PEOPTE'$ PEAGE TREATY
lDoug Hostetter, New York CRV, spent December 

.l970 jn Viet Nam as translator for the NSA delegation
whose task was to drdft a peace treaty with students of both North and South Viet Nam.]

Everything happened so fast that there was

u O.iinite ajr of unreality about the pro-
ip..t ot uisiting Viet Nam. I kept wonder-

inq whether I was going to wake up and

diicover thtrt it was all iust a dream too

"""J-t. be true' But when I got my cholera
ihot and walked around with a very sore
arm for two days I was sure there was at
least some real itY in itl

Ever since the U.S. National Student Asso-

iiution national student congress last
ir*r.", nSn haa been planning to travel
to North and South Viet Nam to worK out
a peace treaty with Vietnamese students'
ih[-is-r"*ber" student dei egation se'lected

from officers in NSA schools across the
country had a fair geograph'ic- balance
two wo-men, one black and two Puerto Ricans'
Ai tft" tast minute I was asked to go both

as a delegate and an interpreter; I read

ina speat-Vietnamese as a result of my

three years in cormunity development'i n

central Viet Nam with the Viet Nam

Christ'ian Service.

About the same time I ioined the trip'
niA t.u"nud from Sa'igon that none of-the
i"i"gui"i 

"ould 
be ailowed to enter South

Viet"llam. For.tunately NSA neglected to
place my name on the list of delegates
circulated to embassies and the press'
io,-i teft for V'iet Nam a few days before
the delegation's scheduled departure'
traveling on a tourist visa' NSA continued
io struqdle with the State Department and

the Sai'6on embassy, but was unable to secure

admjssi6n for the delegates jnto-South

V;;;N.;. ine group w6nt directlv to Hanoi '

I arrived in Saigon November 29, 1970, and

ipent the next ten days traveling and meet-

i hg wi th students, teachers, refugees,
oeisants and old friends. The Saigon
!iua"ntt had been expecting us but^had
feared that we would be kept out of Saigon'
These students come mainly from upper class
homes (the French colonial educatjon system

wis-.aicrtated to train only a few students'
iiot-weatthy families to run the French

aaministrative bureaucracy -- better known

ii vi"tnutnization) and until last winter
most of the students were happy w'ith their'
p.ivif.g"a pos'ition in Vietnamese society'

But last w'inter, in their attempt to
rediscover what it meant to be Vietnamese'
they ran directly counter to American ancl

Saigon government programs calculated to
freti tfrem discover what it meant to be

R*.i^i.un. The Saigon students had their
first taste of rea t repression at the-
time of the U.S. invasion into Cambodia;

thev beqan to understand the Saigon
qovLrnment and the meaning of the Ameri-
ian occupation. Greater understanding
ied to more anti-government and anti-
American activities and to more repression'
which further clarified the Saigon govern-

ment's position and brought new people

into the movement.

Sajqon students ot.* ,p the first draft
of ifre Peoples Peace Treaty' a strong
statement ta1 1 i ng for immedi ate w'i th-
i"i*ii-.r all U.5. and allied forces and

for the format'ion of a new Saigon govern-
rn.nt *fich would truly represent the People

of the south and work for peace' 'lndepen-

dence, and reunification.

Before I left Saigon for Hanoi, the students
and I held a press conference w'ith a few

American reporters, hle asked them to

".i.u=" 
the story oniy after I was out of

the country, but we should have asked them

to wait unti'l I had gotten the treaty
iit"rv jnto Hanoj I The day after the story
*ir .iuted back to the U.S., five Laotian
ooii.. searched my hotel room in Vient'iene
ior "illegal documents." Among the-
suspicioui documents which they collected
iioh *v luggage for further study were: '
the DRVN peace proposal, the PRG peace

proposal (even they knew that.Nixon's
peace pl an wasn 't worth s tudyl ng: ) 'f,iiiiuiv postcards boughtin the.Saigon PX'

and Cleaver's !gu] on Ice' Havlng Deen

iarnea-ius t beToie ThEl-o-l i c e arri ved'
i-tia u6"n able to remove the treaty and

some l etters. After a'compl ete search
oi ih. room (and my ballpo'int pen -* they
thouqht it might be carrying a secret
messige), the pof ice Lt. Col ' in .charge-
;i-ih; investigation stood up and proudly
innoun."a in bioken English, "lnle search
just like they do in the United States'
i was trained in Ft. Knoxl"



euol L I r.^4 lsal aq+. . ."urrr;;'!:;3jrf:
paau noi .paJpoJ aq o? lou st slql +nq . uos L.ld o1 o6 o1 aneq feu no,{ ,{;essacau

JI 'pa.leda.ld aq lsnu no1,, . rtrolsLq pue
acua r;adxa- uoJJ pauJpa 1 oq,*l auo ie' j>1bos
aq +nq.zf1.raq1ey ?sotx1p spm aq sauLl +V

,,espuarJJ aq I Lp arrl 1,Uec rtqg . sa1 nuLut 66 u ! plJoM 
.Jno punoJp IaApJ] sal [ [ lalps . sn

- 
Du.t ?pJpdas aopds ;a6uo I ou s.r aJaqj. . . .

s6u11aa;t,aups oql anpq eM.ueurnq 11e a;e ag,, ':::i:9 au0 ur.^punoJ 
-rxopIas uor{nIosar pup

aDpJnof, q1 tiu 6uo 1e f1 rueunq pue q1u;er"r 1o uo!?puLf rxo3 [nJr+npaq lpql ppq buo6 'ue1 
ueq6

'rxpN lorA pup- 'S n aql Jo aldoad aLll uaamlaq
suor.lp 1a"l,,f1puar;rt,to lueurqsL 1qe1ia aql'.(, pup,uotJpur.uua?ap_JLas o] asarxpufaI/\

qlnos aq+ ,ro s1q6!r aql Jo uoLlluOocJJ
,.-..:.-ql (t 'uoLlezrupu+arA 9? pua up (Z

.,:j:l_"y1 ol pua.up ([ :s1eo6 uouruo] roJ DuL LbbnJ?s saldoad up3[JauV pue asaupulaI11

^aq? 
uaam?og uo.Lle.ladoo:;:o a6e meu e

3.0 6utuuL6aq aql aq plnoc sLil1 ?pq? ? laf pup sluapnls aql q?rM Jno pa)JoM peq aM
,{1ea11 or.ll q? rA^paspa 1d sbm aq p res aH

'Jnoq up .ro;. dno;6 Jno qltM Jau 6uog uetr
upqd Ja?stuLhl ault_Jd ,toupH ?.JaL aM oJoJag

.f1a1eu!ul.LJls!pu! s6uraq ueunq
.^"^T.l:1 puP IL!) 01 pasn aq fluo uec faql :snonuof, {lnJl Jo saJIs aIssrul u]ps lsule6e

,,uotJ3poJ anl1ce1o.rd,, uI pasn aq up3
quoq gg p Jo ouLu 1a1cod p qtlqm ur ,tpm ou

s L aJaql . su odpalr ,asaql 1o lonpo.ld'_rfq p lou pup asod;nd ,{.rprurld aql spm aJ[[ upunq o+ ssauoALJf,nJ?sop palpLn3tp3 lpq+
luaplla spm ll .suodpam asaql ,fq pJurLeur;o

pa 1dd t.lc uaaq ppq oqA sul rll t_ A aLll +o autos
ol pasnpoJlu^t aJaM aA :a1doad.lieq1 uo

suoopoM asaq+ Jto s?taJJa aql sn p3fioqs
osle {aq1 .pLo aql upql ralloq suJnq

q:lqlt uledeu ,,pano;dLnL rr Mou p puV . sJol
-lalap au Lut c Lleu6pu-_oJ1f,a 1a fq paleco 1 aq

?ouupf, qllqM Japmod pue oLlseld q1o1c ao apeut,'au!u J.eI3od,, p sem eJaq1 .np"r_X iq
pa?lalap aq louupl qJrq^4 s,gg pup s1a11ed

orlse-1d Mau pue .f11ecr6rns paopJl aq
louupr fpoq aq1 o? auop a6euuep aql lpql

[[puts os are sluaubeJJ asoqm squoq 1a11ad
-^ pup,squoq BB.squoq Jalsnlo l{au Mps ol1

'rt6o1ouqca1 uodpam upJrJauV u! saoup^pB aql
paluauntop ,{eq1 a;aq,u . roupH u! aal?ilxulo3

sorurJS Jefl aql tll r/,1 luads aJaM qlJou
aLl+ u ! sfep oivrl 6u rua1q6 r.r1 lsou aqf

'i a3up0 pup 1JV.Jrsnhl s.r r{1 rslan.Lul-;
Jraq? Jo sluaullJedap JnoJ aql Jo auo

:s+uauala [pJn?[n] pup upunq oql pa1oa16au
;o ue11o6.roJ ?ou a^pq faql a 166n_r1s

Jraq? Jo Llp u! Xptll sp^4 6uLq1 anrssardurr
aql lnB 

.r{1 rs.rantun J!ag1 +o'asua+Ep
Ipn?]p aql sp LLaM sp qf,Jpasal 1e:11:e;d

pup lp3rJaJoaql qloq ur pa6e6ua a;e
sluapnls L[V .aspasLp luana;d pup eJn] ol.

lprJaJpul aLqpILp^p pup sqJaq 1ero1 6uLsn
3.0 S,fem.sleoruaqr pun sasp6 uosLod

o1 alnsodxa lsure6e pasn aq o1 sa;nseaLu
oA!lp1![!qpqaJ pup aAL+pluana;d 1o fpnls

^or.l1 sr ,aIdupxa Jo,t .oulJ!pa!^l .lpAtAJns
zflan;req1 o+ paf,plal flasoIJ aJp sarpnJS

J!aq+ fo lsohl .qlnos aq+ ul auoz JpM p

Jo aLpp!u aql ul puno;6;apun,{ltpJallt
s1 fllsranlun r!aql .a166n.r1s .r.Laq1

Jo ,f? I LpaJ aqf ruoJJ po?puar [p ]ou oJar,l
sa!pn?s rraql lpq? llpJ aql sem aldoad

LnJ.rlneaq q3ns uaq+ appul lpq/{ 1o f.ied
?pql aJns up I .1au aM sluapnls 1o dno;6
aArssaJdulr +sou aLll ;e"r fq aJarq sluapnls

OUd aqj 'uaql qlLm 6u11aau e palsanba.r
pup uorssLtx lprf,ads orllos uo qlJoN aql

ur 6ur lanpJl s+uapnls gud Jo dnu6 p spr,l
aJaql +pql pauJpal aM )aa^4 aql u! uo Ja?pl

's1uauaa.l6e pnauaS Z96L pup tg6[ oq? qllM
a3uppJof,f,e ut prpoq[e] pup sopl ut uo!+uaA
-JaJur Jraql pua o? supf,t,JouV aq+ pa;rnba.r
lL..pq? 10a3xa qlnos aq? ur Jno pa)Jo^l auo

aql sp aups aqJ fllelluassa spm sluapn?s uJa
-q?roN aq? q+!f +no pa)Jom flea;1 llrprp artl
'sotlrl uJaqlnos aql ul luaua^ou aql lnoqp
suollsanb,fueul palse faql pue flee;1 lJpJp

,sluapnls asaupu?a!/\ qlnos aq+ aas o? pal[]xa
aJaM sJuopnls asaupu?arA qlJoN aq? LoupH uJ

I

-+



Latest Developments
[These are some conrnents from a
some p.lans for implementing the

I just came back from a national board
meet'ing of the PPT so will fill you in on
some of the latest developments. There
are now Peace Treaty offices in at least
I 2 Ameri can ci ti es . Three hundred student
body pres'idents have endorsed the treaty,
we know of at least l0 schools where there
has been a campus wide referendum and the
Peace Treaty has passed in every one. Over
twenty-five student senates have passed the
treaty. 0ther organizations which have
passed the treaty as an organization are
Nat'ional Lawyers Guiid, the New Party, The
New England l,lorld Federalist. Goddard Col-'lege has passed the treaty ani has offered
scholarships of X(?) number of South Viet-
namese students for next year and X (?)
number of North V'ietnamese students after
the hostilities have stopped. A new group
has been formed in Hollywood to work a-
round the treaty called Entertainment In-

letter.from Doug dated_March 28, 1971, regarding
People's Peace Treaty.]

dustry for Peace--they are over .l,000 al-
ready and have offered their services ro
hglp in fund-raising events. They are also
planning a big splash for the Hollywood
Bowl on l4ay 2 with Doris Day, Julie
Andrews, and Aretha Franklin speaking out
for peace! CRV has printed the treaty
and background literature in Spanish.
Scientist groups who have ratified the
treaty are working on antidotes for defol-
iation and U.S. gases. Amonq the thous-
ands who have signed, we now [ave a'West
Point Cadet, the l4ayor of Des Moines Iowa,an IRS audi tor and a horse breeder! The
U. of Wisc. has started a blood drive for
North Vietnam as a part of its ratifica-tion. Boston area churches are fastinq
for peace the week before Easter and taking
the treaty to churches on Easter. I must
close; keep us informed.
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